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Component Project #1: Governance
Lead Applicant – BioNexus KC 
• Melissa Roberts Chapman, Principal Investigator (PI) & Acting Regional 

Innovation Officer (RIO)
• Dennis Ridenour, Authorized Organizational Representative (AOR)

Overview
• Total Federal Request – $7,773,373.71
• Establishes and funds a fully staffed Regional Innovation Office for 5 years



Component Project #2: Space
Lead Applicant – BioNexus KC, Co-Applicant University Health
• Dennis Ridenour, AOR and PI
• Alison Troutwine – Co-Applicant

Overview
• Total Federal Request – $5,346,752.48
• Advances master plan of Health Sciences Innovation District
• Equips spaces around the region with state-of-the-art instrumentation 

for vaccine and biologic development and manufacturing 



Component Project #3: Capital
Lead Applicant – Pipeline
• Maria Flynn, Lead Applicant
• Melissa Vincent, AOR & Co-Applicant

Overview
• Total Federal Request – $19,444,430.85
• Establishes and funds a revolving loan fund that can be used to provide 

capital for those starting new capital firms
• Develop angel investment training program and establish regional due 

diligence expertise 



Component Project #4: Commercialization
Lead Applicant – UMKC
• Maria Meyers, Lead Applicant and AOR

Overview
• Total Federal Request – $11,615,387.63 

• Connects regional commercialization assets to create a two-state rapid 
technology development system accessible to both university 
researchers and  industry

• Creates policies and programs to formalize a shared ecosystem of 
resources and expertise (researchers, cores,  accelerators, courses, 
training programs, and more)

• Partners include: University of Kansas (KU), Kansas State University 
(KSU) and University of Missouri Columbia (MU)



Component Project #5: Technology Development
Lead Applicant – BioNexus KC 
• Joshua Sestak, Lead Applicant
• Dennis Ridenour, AOR

Overview
• Total Federal Request – $23,781,193.20
• Funds the creation of a modern small-scale GLP/GMP support facility for 

translational therapeutics to accelerate the translation of the ground-
breaking research happening at regional institutions

• Funds up to 30 potential staff for first two years before becoming self 
sustaining



Component Project #6: Workforce Development
Lead Applicant – Bioscience Core Skills Institute
• Angela Consani, Lead Applicant and AOR

Overview
• Total Federal Request – $13,571,649.97
• Collaborative career awareness efforts and diversified training pathways 

for various demographics, including youth, unemployed, and 
transitioning military personnel. 

• Expanding career opportunities awareness, implementing biotech 
curriculum in high schools, offering new training programs, registered 
apprenticeships and on-the-job training, a skills-focused regional talent 
hub, and establishing accessible virtual reality training hubs. 

• Introduction of a new bachelor's and certificate programs in 
underserved areas and aligning credit and non-credit programs



Component Project #7: Wealth Equity
Lead Applicant – BioNexus KC 
• Dennis Ridenour, Lead Applicant and AOR
• Evan Absher, Folks Capital and UMKC – Co-Applicant

Overview
• Total Federal Request – $4,326,610.98
• Creation of a novel commercial community trust, which will own real-

estate assets and return value derived from that property to the 
Community Improvement District 

• Creation of a regional network of entrepreneur support organizations 
focused on unlocking opportunities for business growth in construction 
and facilities management, component manufacturing, and service-
based businesses


